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2004 CONGRESSIONAL

PIG BOOK  SUMMARY

“The Book Washington Doesn’t Want You to Read”



Praise for CAGW and the Pig Book 
 

 

“[CAGW’s Pig Book] finds congressmen bringing home more than their share of legislative bacon.” 

   CNN, “Inside Politics,” March, 2001 

 

“Citizens Against Government Waste continues to serve the public’s interest with publication of its 

annual Pig Book.  The president should carry it around with him like a Bible and quote passages 

whenever he speaks.  The public would get it when he cites examples of how our money is wasted.” 

   Syndicated columnist Cal Thomas, April 18, 2003  

 

“Citizens Against Government Waste is a watchdog group that keeps track of which politicians 

squander the most federal money on ‘pork’ - those expenditures that are added after the normal 

budget process to help a particular group instead of the nation as a whole. ”     

   John Stossell, 20/20 

 

“[The] Pig Book blasts Republicans and Democrats alike….”  

   Stephen Winn, Kansas City Star, April 22, 2000  

 

“I believe that this book should be read by every citizen in America…What is being done here by 

CAGW, in my view, is of the greatest importance.  [M]y constituents…need to have these concrete 

examples of the way that business is done here in Washington, D.C., unfortunately, and the only way 

it’s going to stop is when it’s exposed.” 

   Senator John McCain (R-Ariz.) 

 

“CAGW really has been a pioneer in working to eliminate pork in federal spending, and I think the 

chairman, Jack Anderson, and the founder, Peter Grace, probably did more to raise wasteful 

government spending from a back page topic to …the national front page agenda….” 

   Representative Ed Royce (R-Calif.) 

 

“We can, with the assistance of an organization like CAGW, say in one year this [publication] is not 

needed.” 

   Former Representative David Minge (D-Minn.) 

 

“Those peckerwoods don't know what they're doing. They don't. They're not being realistic.” 

   “The King of Pork” Senator Robert C. Byrd (D-W. Va.) 

   National Public Radio, July 19, 2001 

 

“All they are is a bunch of psychopaths.” 

CAGW “Oinker” Senator Ted Stevens (R-Alaska), Associated 

Press, December 26, 1999 

 

 

 

Citizens Against Government Waste (CAGW) is a private, 

nonprofit, nonpartisan organization representing more than one 

million members and supporters nationwide.  CAGW’s mission is 

to eliminate waste, mismanagement, and inefficiency in the federal 

government. 
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INTRODUCTION (continued) 

 
Alaska again led the nation with $808 per capita ($524 million), or   
26 times the national pork average of $31.  The runners up were 
Hawaii with $393 per capita ($494 million) and the District of 
Columbia with $321 per capita ($181 million).  The common 
thread in the top two states is that they are represented by powerful 
senators and appropriators — Senate Appropriations Committee 
Chairman Ted Stevens (R-Alaska), and the number two Democrat 
on that committee, Sen. Daniel Inouye (D-Hawaii). 
 
Unless Congress enacts serious and meaningful budget reform, 
there could be another record level of pork in fiscal 2005.  Tax 
dollars should be focused on protecting the nation, instead of being 
used to protect the incumbency of members of Congress. 
 
The 630 projects, totaling $3.1 billion, in this year’s Congressional 

Pig Book Summary symbolize the most egregious and blatant 
examples of pork.  As in previous years, all of the items in the 
Congressional Pig Book Summary meet at least one of CAGW’s 
seven criteria, but most satisfy at least two: 
 

Requested by only one chamber of Congress; 

Not specifically authorized; 

Not competitively awarded; 

Not requested by the President; 

Greatly exceeds the President’s budget request or the previous 
year’s funding; 

Not the subject of congressional hearings; or 

Serves only a local or special interest. 
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AGRICULTURE (continued) 

 

$9,929,000 for projects in the state of Senate Agriculture 
Appropriations subcommittee member Tom Harkin (D-Iowa) and 
House Agriculture Appropriations subcommittee member Tom 
Latham (R-Iowa), including:  $1,800,000 for the Iowa 
Biotechnology Consortium; $1,200,000 for Hungry Canyon/Loess 
Hills erosion control in western Iowa ; $630,000 for the Midwest 
Poultry Consortium; $405,000 for agriculture-based industrial 
lubricants; $293,000 for hoop barns; $270,000 for livestock waste; 
$252,000 for the Iowa Vitality Center; $120,000 for the Tipton 
Creek Watershed Project; $100,000 for the Trees Forever Program; 
and $18,000 for agriculture law at Drake University in Des 
Moines.   

 

$7,227,000 added by the Senate for projects in the state of Senate 
Appropriations Committee Ranking Member Robert Byrd 
(D-

 
W. Va.), including:  $4,337,000 for the establishment of a 

Geographic Information Center for Excellence in cooperation with 
West Virginia University; $675,000 for aquaculture product and 
marketing development; $621,000 for agriculture waste utilization; 
and $160,000 for poultry litter composting.   

 

$7,701,000 added by the Senate for projects in the state of Senate 
Appropriations Committee Chairman Ted Stevens (R-Alaska), 
including:  $1,073,000 for seafood harvesting, processing, and 
marketing; $630,000 for rural development; $568,000 for 
alternative salmon products; $360,000 for seed research; $315,000 
for food quality; $200,000 for staff positions in Palmer; $180,000 
for seafood waste in collaboration between the Agriculture 
Research Service and the University of Alaska; $180,000 for berry 
research; and $135,000 for salmon quality standards.   
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AGRICULTURE (continued) 

 

$1,609,000 for the viticulture consortium (Calif., N.Y., and Pa.).  
Taxpayers will have sour grapes over this project.   

 

$1,460,000 added by the Senate for projects in the state of Senate 
appropriator Harry Reid (D-Nev.):  $540,000 for the improved 
nutrient management and protection of water resources; $470,000 
for the Nevada Arid Rangelands Initiative; and $450,000 to 
establish a plant materials center in the vicinity of Fallon.  

 

$570,000 for conservation related to cranberry production (Mass., 
Wisc.).   

 

$270,000 for wool research (Mont., Texas, and Wy.).  This project 
truly is fleecing the taxpayers.   

 

$238,000 added by the Senate for the National Wild Turkey 
(NWTF) Federation in Edgefield, S.C.  According the group’s 
website, “The NWTF is a half million member grassroots, 
nonprofit organization with members in 50 states, Canada and 11 
other foreign countries.”  With 500,000 members, this organization 
could raise $225,000 with just another $2.22 per member.  Instead, 
our tax dollars are going to the birds.  

 

$220,000 added by the House for the Grassland Soil and Research 
Laboratory in the district of House appropriator Chet Edwards (D-
Texas).  

 

$200,000 added by the House for the Weed It Now Program in the 
Taconic Mountains (Ct., Mass., and N.Y.).  Unfortunately, 
appropriators did not weed out the bill’s egregious earmarks. 
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ENERGY AND WATER (continued) 

 

$4,000,000 added by the Senate for projects in the state of Senate 
Energy and Water Appropriations Subcommittee Ranking Member 
Harry Reid (D-Nev.), including:  $2,000,000 for the University of 
Nevada, Las Vegas Research Foundation ($1,000,000 each to 
conduct safety and risk analyses, and to assess earthquake hazards 
and seismic risk) and $2,000,000 for the University of the Nevada, 
Reno ($1,000,000 each to conduct nuclear waste repository 
research and to expand the earthquake engineering and simulation 
facility).  

 

$2,500,000 added for Pinellas County in the district of House 
Appropriations Committee Chairman Bill Young (R-Fla.).  The 
bill fails to specify the purpose of this money.  

 

$2,500,000 added by the Senate for the Greenbriar River in the 
state of Senate Energy and Water Appropriations subcommittee 
member Robert C. Byrd (D-W.Va.).  

 

$1,750,000 added by the Senate for projects in the state of Senate 
Energy and Water Appropriations subcommittee member Dianne 
Feinstein (D-Calif.), including $200,000 for Desert Hot Springs 
and $100,000 for Middle Creek.  

 

$1,500,000 added by the Senate for projects in the state of Senate 
Energy and Water Appropriations subcommittee member Patty 
Murray (D-Wash.):  $1,000,000 for Shoalwater Bay shoreline 
erosion; $400,000 for the Elliot Bay Seawall in Seattle; and 
$100,000 for the Stillaguamish River Basin.  

 

$1,225,000 added by the Senate for projects in the state of Senate 
appropriator Daniel Inouye (D-Hawaii), including:  $750,000 for 
Hawaii water management; $200,000 for the Wailupe Stream flood 
control study; and $175,000 for Iao Stream flood control.  
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VI.  FOREIGN OPERATIONS 
 

With all the trouble overseas, Foreign Operations pork should 

have disappeared.  Instead, appropriators seemed more interested 

in fertilizer and the weather in other countries.  Total pork in the 

fiscal 2004 Foreign Operations, Export Financing, and Related 

Agencies Appropriations Bill increased 148 percent from fiscal 

2003, from $181.4 million to $450 million, even though total 

earmarks decreased 33 percent, from 30 to 20.  

 

$18,500,000 added by the House for the International Fund for 
Ireland (IFI) in support of the Anglo-Irish Accord.  This U.S. 
contribution to the fund is to be spent on “those projects that hold 
the greatest potential for job creation and equal opportunity for the 
Irish people.”  Such projects have included building a replica of 
the Jeanie Johnston (a Canadian ship that once ferried famine 
victims across the Atlantic), a national water sports center used for 
coaching top-level athletes, golf videos, and exporting sweaters. 
Through war and peace, rain and shine, surplus and deficits, IFI 
receives funding, accumulating $439 million since 1986. 
 

$15,000,000 added by the House for dairy development programs 
overseas under the U.S. Agency for International Development.  
The taxpayers are getting milked dry by this project.  

 

$13,250,000 added in conference for U.N. programs, including 
$1.5 million for the U.N. Fund for Technical Cooperation in 
Human Rights and $2 million for the World Meteorological 
Foundation.  

 

$1,700,000 for the International Fertilizer Development Center in 
the state of Senate Foreign Operations Appropriations 
subcommittee member Richard Shelby (R-Ala.) and the district of 
House appropriator Robert Cramer (R-Ala.).   
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VII.  HOMELAND SECURITY 

 
The fiscal 2004 Homeland Security Bill marks the first time that 

Congress has passed an appropriations bill to fund this 

department.  Before passage, appropriators promised to pass a 

pork-free bill.  However, they found a way to stick some bacon into 

the bill, which contained 18 pork projects amounting to $423 

million.   

 

$60,000,000 for the Homeland Security Fellowship Program for 
students and universities.  These awards are intended for students 
interested in pursuing the basic science and technology innovations 
that can be applied to the department’s mission.  This marks an 
attempt by the Department of Homeland Security to develop a 
strong science and technology human resources base, but could 
become a slush fund in the future for politicians’ pet projects.   

 

$20,000,000 added by the Senate for the Nebraska Avenue 
Headquarters of the Department of Homeland Security (as opposed 
to the $30,000,000 that the Department requested).  The House did 
not provide funding for this project, expressing multiple 
reservations about this request.  For example, there were a number 
of alternatives that had yet to be considered or were then being 
reviewed.  Therefore, giving the agency money for this project was 
deemed premature.  “The Committee is also concerned that the 
Department may be proceeding in advance of required 
authorizations.” 
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INTERIOR (continued) 

 

In fiscal 2003, Congress added $15 million in noncompetitive, 

unauthorized earmarks through the National Park Service’s 

Historic Preservation Fund.  In fiscal 2004 Congress added $18 

million, or 20 percent more than last year, including: 

 

$400,000 for the Old Henderson County Courthouse in the district 
of House Interior Appropriations Subcommittee Chairman Charles 
Taylor (R-N.C.).   
 

$275,000 for the Walking Box Ranch in the state of Senate Interior 
Appropriations subcommittee member Harry Reid (D-Nev.).  
Originally founded in 1931 by B-movie actor Rex Bell, this ranch 
was visited by stars such as Clark Gable, Carole Lombard, Errol 
Flynn, Norma Shearer and Lionel Barrymore.  According to the 
Las Vegas Review Journal in December 2000, “Las Vegas Gaming 
Investments paid $950,000 for the 38.5-acre ranch with historical 
ties to Hollywood's golden era, ending a month of negotiations 
between seller Viceroy Gold Corp. and several interested potential 
buyers.”   
 

$275,000 for the Providence Performing Arts Center in the district 
of House appropriator Patrick Kennedy (D-R.I.). 
 

$200,000 for the Admiral Theater in Bremerton, Washington by 
House Interior Appropriations Subcommittee Chairman Norman 
Dicks (D-Wash.).  According to Rep. Dicks’ press release, “Since 
it opened in 1997, the 25,000-sq.ft. Admiral Theater has brought 
drama, concerts, symphonies and children’s programming to the 
city, and it has been used as a downtown venue by various 
community groups.” 
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TRANSPORTATION/TREASURY (continued) 

 

$1,800,000 added by the Senate for the Women’s World Cup 
Tournament.   

 

$1,000,000 added by the House for the Des Moines Riverwalk in 
the district of Rep. Leonard Boswell (D-Iowa).  This local 
attraction will be a half-mile “swath of paths, bridges, and 
landscaping hugging the banks of the Des Moines River. The 
projected cost is $15 million to $20 million.” 

 

$500,000 added by the House for Anaheim Resort Transit, to fund 
buses in Disneyland, in the district of Rep. Loretta Sanchez (D-
Calif.).  This is the Goofiest earmark ever. 
 

$225,000 added by the Senate for the Hawaii statehood celebration 
in the state of Senate appropriator Daniel Inouye (D-Hawaii).   
 

$100,000 added in conference for Public Service Recognition 
Week.  Will Congress ever recognize the $521 billion deficit? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 























The Taxpayers Get Teed Off Award

for $3 million for the First Tee Program in St. Augustine, Fla.

The Out, Out Damn Pork! Award

for $2.25 million in various Shakespeare-related funding.

The Whole Hog Award

to Senator Ted Stevens (R-Alaska) for his $524 million in pork for Alaska.

The Gobbling Up Tax Dollars Award

for $538,000 for the National Wild Turkey Federation in Edgefield, S.C.

The Fiscal Unfitness Award

for $6.8 million in YMCA funding.

The Milking the Taxpayers Award

for $15 million for overseas dairy development programs.

The Byrd Droppings Award

to Senator Robert Byrd (D-W. Va.) for his $238 million in pork for W. Va.

for $10

Spark

to Sena

for

PIG BOOK “OINKERS” OF 2004
RECOGNIZING DOGGED PERSERVERANCE

IN THE MAD PURSUIT OF PORK

CITIZENS AGAINST GOVERNMENT WASTE PRESENTS



The Taxpayers Can’t Get No Satisfaction Award

for $300,000 for Rock and Roll related pork including $200,000 for the Rock and

Roll Hall of Fame and $100,000 for the Kids Rock Free Educational Program.

The Goofy Earmark Award

for $500,000 for Anaheim Resort Transit (Disneyland) buses in the district of Rep.

Loretta Sanchez (D-Calif.).

It’s the Real Pork Award

for $100,000 to restore a historic Coca-Cola building in Macon, Ga.

The Soaking the Taxpayers Award

to Senator Charles Grassley (R-Iowa) for $50 million for an indoor rainforest in

Coralville, Iowa.

The Drowning in Red Ink Award

to Rep. Jim Gibbons (R-Nev.) for $225,000 to rehabilitate the Deer Park Pool in

Sparks, which Rep. Gibbons clogged with tadpoles in the 1950s.

The Hall of Shame Award

to Senator Arlen Specter (R-Pa.) for his 23 years of pork barreling

at taxpayers’ expense.

The Taxpayers Get Scrooged Award

for $2.2 million in pork for North Pole, Alaska (pop. 1,570).



Pork Per Capita by State
(National Average:  $31.17 Per Person)

2004 Rank State 2004 Pork Population Pork/Capita 2003 Rank

1 Alaska $524,329,000 648,818 $808.13 1

2 Hawaii $494,136,000 1,257,608 $392.92 2

3 District of Columbia $181,047,000 563,384 $321.36 3

4 New Hampshire $278,578,000 1,287,687 $216.34 21

5 West Virginia $238,594,000 1,810,354 $131.79 5

6 Montana $116,444,000 917,621 $126.90 10

7 South Dakota $85,264,000 764,309 $111.56 7

8 Alabama $360,619,000 4,500,752 $80.12 17

9 Mississippi $218,188,000 2,881,281 $75.73 14

10 North Dakota $46,330,000 633,837 $73.09 11

11 Nevada $148,327,000 2,241,154 $66.18 13

12 Vermont $40,716,000 619,107 $65.77 9

13 Iowa $168,124,000 2,944,062 $57.11 19

14 Idaho $77,943,000 1,366,332 $57.05 6

15 Kentucky $226,121,000 4,117,827 $54.91 16

16 New Mexico $99,153,000 1,874,614 $52.89 4

17 Rhode Island $49,489,000 1,076,164 $45.99 15

18 Oklahoma $159,811,000 3,511,532 $45.51 33

19 South Carolina $179,609,000 4,147,152 $43.31 8

20 Colorado $196,304,000 4,550,688 $43.14 24

21 Maine $53,902,000 1,305,728 $41.28 20

22 Washington $250,942,000 6,131,445 $40.93 12

23 Kansas $108,439,000 2,723,507 $39.82 39

24 Virginia $290,812,000 7,386,330 $39.37 37

25 Utah $82,510,000 2,351,467 $35.09 28

26 Wyoming $16,573,000 501,242 $33.06 29

27 Delaware $25,325,000 817,491 $30.98 23

28 Pennsylvania $368,922,000 12,365,455 $29.83 36

29 Missouri $170,101,000 5,704,484 $29.82 22

30 Maryland $155,194,000 5,508,909 $28.17 31

31 Louisiana $110,047,000 4,496,334 $24.47 18

32 Wisconsin $129,434,000 5,472,299 $23.65 34

33 Ohio $268,615,000 11,435,798 $23.49 41

34 Tennessee $127,870,000 5,841,748 $21.89 26

35 Arkansas $56,540,000 2,725,714 $20.74 32

36 Connecticut $67,655,000 3,483,372 $19.42 38

37 Indiana $117,461,000 6,195,643 $18.96 35

38 Nebraska $32,902,000 1,739,291 $18.92 44

39 Massachusetts $120,756,000 6,433,422 $18.77 48

40 Arizona $104,658,000 5,580,811 $18.75 30

41 Georgia $161,361,413 8,684,715 $18.58 49

42 Illinois $230,439,000 12,653,544 $18.21 43

43 California $642,854,000 35,484,453 $18.12 47

44 Florida $300,131,000 17,019,068 $17.63 45

45 Texas $380,596,000 22,118,509 $17.21 40

46 New York $324,620,000 19,190,115 $16.92 46

47 Michigan $148,350,000 10,079,985 $14.72 50

48 Minnesota $70,569,000 5,059,375 $13.95 27

49 Oregon $47,979,000 3,559,596 $13.48 25

50 North Carolina $108,710,000 8,407,248 $12.93 51

51 New Jersey $101,029,000 8,638,396 $11.70 42

TOTAL $9,064,422,413 290,809,777 $31.17



NOTES
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